CONSTITUTION OF THE Altha Epsilon Omicron CHAPTER

THE ALPHA PSI OMEGA NATIONAL THEATRE HONOR SOCIETY.

Article 1

Purpose


The purpose of this, the Altha Epsilon Omicron Chapter of ALPHA PSI OMEGA is to stimulate interest in theatre activities at  Andersrson University and to secure for the University all the advantages and mutual helpfulness provided by a large national honor society.  By electing students to membership the society provides a reward for their participation in theatre activities of the college.  The chapter is not intended to take the place of any existing theatre organization.

Article 2

Requirements


Section 1.  To be eligible for membership in this chapter of ALPHA PSI OMEGA the student must be regularly enrolled in this college or university.


Section 2.  After meeting the minimum requirements of the National Constitution, the local chapter may establish their own criteria for eligibility.


Section 3.  Honorary membership may be bestowed on persons who have made special continued contributions to the theatre programs of a particular college or university.

A Recommended Point System
A total of 75 points from at least two of the following categories (excluding category 5) is necessary to be eligible for admission into ALPHA PSI OMEGA.



Category 1. Performance




Acting (15-25 pts.)




Directing (25-40 pts.)




Dance (15-25 pts.)




Choreography (20-30 pts.)



Category 2. Production




Design (20-30 pts.)




Producing (20-30 pts.)




Stage Management (20-30 pts.)




Crew Chiefs (10-20 pts.)




Construction Crews (10-20 pts.)




Running Crews (5-15 pts.)




Front-of-House (1-15 pts.)




Production Coach/Other (5-15 pts.)



Category 3. Dramaturgy: 20-30 pts.



Category 4. Playwriting 





Full Length-20-30 pts.





One-Act- 10-15 pts.)





Musical Composition for Theatre Performance (20-30 pts.)



Category 5. Special: Officer in Drama/Theatre Organization/Club (5-10 pts.)

Article 3

Election to Membership


Section 1.  Candidates will be elected to membership by the active membership of their chapter.

Article 4

Officers and Duties


Section 1.  The officers of this chapter will be the President, Vice-President, Business Manager, and Secretary.  (Additional officers may be specified as need demands--many chapters have Historians and/or Parliamentarians, for example).


Section 2.  The President will call meetings, preside at all meetings, appoint committees, and provide general supervision of the affairs of the society in consultation with the Faculty Sponsor.


Section 3.  The Vice-President will assist the President and assume the responsibilities of the President in case of his/her absence.


Section 4.  It will be the duty of the Business Manager to collect all dues and assessments of members; to pay bills sanctioned by the society; to keep an account of all receipts and expenditures (with the assistance of the Vice-President); and report on the financial status of the chapter at each regular meeting.  (Additional duties may be assigned as necessary.)


Section 5.  Secretary will keep and read minutes of meetings; and send out correspondence between members.

Article 5

Election of Officers


Section 1.  Officers for the following year will be elected at a regular spring meeting and formally installed by the incumbent officers.


Section 2.  Officers will be elected by a majority vote of the chapter.


Section 3.  If officers do not return to school, new officers will be elected to fill the vacancies at the first meeting of the year.


Section 4.  Each officer will take an oath pledging to carry out the duties of the office.

Article 6

Meetings


Section 1.  There will be at least one regular meeting of the chapter each month


Section 2.  More than 2 absences will result in suspension without refund of initial deposit


Section 3.  Special meetings may be called at any time by the President or at the request of the Faculty Sponsor.


Section 4.  A Quorum will consist of a majority of the chapter membership currently enrolled at the school.


Section 5.  Meetings will be conducted under Robert’s Rules of Order.

Article 7

Initiation, Fees, and Assessments


Section 1.  There will be an initiation fee of      _25____ dollars which must be paid before any pledge can be initiated. (In addition to the required national dues, the chapter may require any local dues as deemed necessary or appropriate.)


Section 2.  Special assessments may be levied on members only by an officers vote.


Section 3.  Dues: $5 per semester


Section 4.  Failure to pay dues by the end of the first month of each semester will result in suspension from the chapter

Article 8

Committees


Section 1.  The standing committees of the chapter will be:



(a)  Executive Committee.  This committee will be composed of the elected officers and the Faculty Sponsor.  This committee will handle all minor business arising between meetings.



(b)  Initiation Committee.  The Faculty Sponsor and President will confer and appoint this committee, which is the chapter initiation team for conducting the initiation ceremony.



(c)  Fundraising Committee – assesses and facilitates monetary funds



(d) Each chapter will encourage formation of an alumni chapter among graduates and former members of the chapter as appropriate.



(e) Other standing committees may be appointed as deemed necessary.

Article 9

Amendments


Section 1.  The articles of this constitution may be amended, revised, or altered in whole or in part at any regular meeting by a two-thirds vote of the members of the chapter, provided such amendment and a notice of the proposed vote is given to each member in writing at least one week prior to the vote.

Article 10

By-Laws


Section 1.  Additional by-laws may be adopted at any meeting by a two-thirds vote of the active membership.


Section 2.  The chapter will keep an accurate record of each member with accomplishments in the field of the theatre.


Section 3.  Each chapter will report to the National Business Manager, who edits the annual Playbill, the annual productions and activities of the chapter no later than June 1st of each year.  Photographs, programs, and other supporting materials may be included and will be featured in Playbill at the discretion of the National Business Manager.  

* * * * * * * * * *
CEREMONIES
OF
THE ALPHA PSI OMEGA NATIONAL THEATRE HONOR SOCIETY
PLEDGING INFORMATION

The National Officers of ALPHA PSI OMEGA believe that the pledge period should offer an opportunity for active members and pledges to get to know each other.  It should be a period of enjoyable education and collaboration in theatre.  It should offer an opportunity for students to offer services to the theatre and/or community.  The total experience should be meaningful as well as enjoyable.


The pledge meeting should be called by the President and Faculty Sponsor at least two weeks before the initiation ceremony.  The President should make sure that pledges are instructed and understand the following.

PLEDGE CARDS AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS
1.  Pledge cards will be distributed and explained thoroughly.

2.  Pledges are required to learn the names and symbols of the Greek alphabet.

3.  Pledges are required to learn the names and addresses of the National Officers.

4.  Pledges are required to know the names of five of the ALPHA PSI OMEGA 
chapters at other schools in their region.

5.  Pledges are required to memorize a speech from the Shakespearean canon of at least 
12 lines for later presentation.

6.  Pledges could be instructed to wear blue and gold pledge ribbons at all times during 
the pledge period.

7.  Pledges could be required to take a written examination, contents determined by the 
local chapter.


8.  There will be no hazing of any kind.  The National Office will revoke chapter status if 

hazing incidents are reported.  The pledge period should be a time of fellowship and 

acknowledgement of achievement.

PLEDGE INSTRUCTIONS FOR INITIATION
1.  Pledges will be told the DATE, TIME, and PLACE of the written examination, if 
given.

2.  Pledges will be told the specific DATE, TIME, and PLACE of the formal initiation.

3.  Pledges will be instructed in the style of dress required at the initiation.

PLEDGES AND THE NATIONAL CHAPTER
1.  National dues are paid only once for life-time membership.

2.  Annual dues may or may not be required by the LOCAL chapter in addition to national 

dues.

3.  National membership requirements as specified in the national constitution must be 

understood.

4.  Local membership requirements as specified by the local chapter by-laws should be 

understood.

5.  ALPHA PSI OMEGA and DELTA PSI OMEGA publications should be introduced:



--Playbill, the official publication of the society.



--Web page for the society. 

6.  The local chapter may have additional requirements of the pledges.  These requirements will 

be thoroughly explained and given to the pledges in writing.

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW CHAPTER CEREMONY
Installation Ritual for a New Chapter
Step One:  After approving a college or university for a new chapter, the National Office will appoint a Faculty Sponsor to represent the National Office.

Step Two:  The Faculty Sponsor will select pledges for a first pledge class.  The Faculty Sponsor will use the pledge instructions outlined in the Initiation Ritual.

Step Three:  The Faculty Sponsor will chair election of officers from those initiated.  After the election, the Faculty Sponsor will install the officers.  The installation ceremony follows:

FACULTY SPONSOR:  Will the newly elected officers please stand.

(Name of elected President), you have been elected President of the                     Chapter of ALPHA PSI OMEGA for the coming year.  Your duties are to call meetings, to preside at all meetings, to appoint committees and to have general supervision of the affairs of the Chapter.  Do you promise to perform these duties to the best of your ability?  If you do raise your right hand and say: “I do promise.”

(Name of elected Vice-President), you have been elected Vice-President of the                     Chapter of ALPHA PSI OMEGA for the coming year.  Your duties are to keep an accurate record of all proceedings at meetings, to keep the chapter roll, to carry out the correspondence of the Chapter, and in the absence of the President to assume his/her responsibilities.  Do you promise to perform these duties to the best of your ability?  If you do raise your right hand and say: “I do promise.”

(Name of elected Business Manager), you have been elected Business Manager of the                    Chapter of ALPHA PSI OMEGA for the coming year.  Your duties are to collect all dues and assessments from members, to pay bills sanctioned by the Chapter, to keep an account of all receipts and expenditures of the Chapter, and to present a report of the same at each meeting.  Do you promise to perform these duties to the best of your ability?  If you do, raise your right hand and say: “I do promise.”

(Installation of any additional officers established by the Chapter may be based on the installation ritual above.)
Step Four:  The newly elected President will then install the Faculty Sponsor.  The installation ceremony follows.

PRESIDENT:  Will you (Name of Faculty Sponsor), promise that you will support to the fullest extent of your ability, the national policies and local program of THE ALPHA PSI OMEGA NATIONAL THEATRE HONOR SOCIETY by adhering to its principles and standards; that you will see that newly elected officers are instructed in their duties, and that all records are carefully kept, and that changes in officers and initiation reports and dues are sent to the National Office?  Will you furthermore promise that you will see that all ceremonies are carried out and see that chapter records and equipment are safely kept when not in use?  If you do, raise your right hand and say: “I do promise.”

Step Five:  The newly installed Faculty Sponsor will then declare the Chapter installed with the following words:

FACULTY SPONSOR:  One behalf of the National Office of THE ALPHA PSI OMEGA NATIONAL THEATRE HONOR SOCIETY, I now declare the                  Chapter of THE ALPHA PSI OMEGA NATIONAL THEATRE HONOR SOCIETY formally installed, and welcome you to the fellowship of the organization.  This chapter charter is the official certification of your membership in our national society, and when inscribed with the roll of the charter members will be framed and displayed in                       .  May this chapter always serve to stimulate and reward excellence in theatre on this campus.  Again I congratulate and welcome you!

* * * * * * * * * *
IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

NEW CHAPTER OFFICERS AND FACULTY SPONSOR
1.  Provide the chapter at once with a permanent record book and place the constitution of the local chapter in it.  Send a copy of the local constitution to the National Business Manager of ALPHA PSI OMEGA.  Place a copy of the local constitution in the college/university administrative office in charge of student affairs.

2.  Encourage members to wear ALPHA PSI OMEGA pins.

3.  Forward to the National Business Manager names of all initiates so they can be entered in the records of the National Office.  NO PERSON IS EVER A MEMBER OF THE ALPHA PSI OMEGA NATIONAL THEATRE HONOR SOCIETY UNTIL HIS/HER NAME IS ENTERED ON THE ROLES IN THE NATIONAL OFFICE.

4.  Have the local chapter’s Business Manager familiarize himself/herself with national and local dues requirements.

5.  Notify the campus Post Office of the existence of the chapter and indicate where mail is to be sent.

6.  Provide a news release for local newspapers informing them of the creation of the chapter and the names of the newly elected officers and Faculty Sponsor.  News releases should also be written and sent to hometown newspapers of each initiate.

7.  Write a letter to each appropriate college official informing him/her of the installation of the new chapter.

Note: The importance of accurate records cannot be overemphasized.  Keep minutes of all meetings and initiations in the record book.  Establish a central and permanent repository for all ALPHA PSI OMEGA materials.
* * * * * * * * * *
INITIATION CEREMONY
Instructions for the Initiation Ceremony
PLACE:  The initiation ceremony should, if possible, take place on a stage.

DECORATION:  It is suggested that the colors of the society (blue and gold) be used in decorating.  A table or tables for the officers might be covered with colored cloths.  Candles may be used on the table(s) as well as theatrical props (theatre books, scripts) to create a theatrical environment.  A society banner with blue background and gold lettering and border may be used as decoration (banners may be purchased from the National Office).

DRESS:  The officers might dress appropriately for the occasion.  In addition, they may use black gowns (like graduation robes).  Blue and gold sashes might also be worn across the shoulder.

PREPARATION:  Any ceremony used should be memorized as much as possible and should be rehearsed at least once.

Attention should be paid to providing a photographic and/or videotape record of all activities for chapter archives and public relations.

Installation Ritual for New Initiates
(An appointed member escorts the pledges into the meeting and presents them to the officers by saying:)
MEMBER:  Officers and members of the                     Chapter, I present these pledges who seek to join this chapter of ALPHA PSI OMEGA.  Their contributions to the theatre have been examined and each person has fulfilled requirements for intitation into this chapter.  In order that all present members can know of these contributions the candidates will now state their names and qualifications for membership.

(Each pledge gives his/her name and a brief description of his/her participation in the theatre.)
PRESIDENT:  In order that we may further judge your abilities we ask that you present your selection from Shakespeare.

(Each pledge presents the selection.  The President may then ask the pledges to recite the Greek alphabet or this may be given in the written examination and omitted during initiation.)

(If further discussion is deemed necessary, the pledges will be conducted from the room.  When the cast is ready to continue, the President will ask for the pledges to be brought back and will announce the names of those to be initiated.)
PRESIDENT:  You have been selected as a prospective member of the                    Chapter of ALPHA PSI OMEGA.  Before you are admitted as a member you must be given some special instructions.  All of our abilities are in need of training to be of use in entertaining and enlightening the public, or in playing the roles expected of us.  Will our performamces afford pleasure and education to others? 

I shall now teach you the motto of every theatre artist who plays a part in this society.  It is as follows: “We seek to become artists by the one and only road of labor and service.”  I now ask you to repeat it after me.  “We seek to become . . .”

PLEDGES:  We seek to become artists by the one and only road of labor and service.

PRESIDENT:  I congratulate you and ask that you listen carefully to the instructions of the Business Manager.

BUSINESS MANAGER:  ALPHA PSI OMEGA teaches nothing new in saying that you will be rewarded according to the quality of your performances -- but this is the Alpha and Omega of this society, the beginning and the end!  Although your work so far has admitted you to this chapter, it is no sign that your work is done.  This recognition demonstrates that you are capable of even better work.  To be an artist in any line requires infinite capacity for hard work and attention to detail.  ALPHA PSI OMEGA would have you reach the highest accomplishments; envision all that you are capable of being.  Now that you, by your hard work, have been admitted to this society, you must conserve your life, your health, and your character.  Therefore, to the beginning and end, let there be added the cardinal principles for which the letter “Psi” of our name, ALPHA PSI OMEGA, stands, and which means “Mind and Spirit.”  Our motto, “Seek a Life Useful,” means not only that we strive to be artists, but that we endeavor to seek the highest goal of any artist, service.

PRESIDENT:  Listen carefully to the Vice-President who will tell you of the significance of our society symbols.

VICE-PRESIDENT:  ALPHA PSI OMEGA, by conferring upon you its fellowship, its ritual, and its symbols, has brought you into the enjoyment of many advantages and privileges.  Earning the right to membership in this organization is in itself a recommendation of your ability and your industry.  It was in Ancient Greece that the drama became a definite part of the art and culture of the civilized world and, as such, you were asked to learn the Greek alphabet in preparation for this membership.  Across the frieze of the Greek temple in our fraternity crest is a Greek motto which means, “Seek a Life Useful.”  Our pin, which is blue and gold, features a traditional Greek theatre and the first letters of our name: ALPHA PSI OMEGA. 

PRESIDENT:  (To the pledges.)  Raise your right hand and repeat after me: “I                  __________, do solemnly promise, that I will uphold the constitution of the ALPHA PSI OMEGA society, that I will work in every way possible to uphold the honor of this society, both in service to my fellows, and by personal adherence to the principles of ALPHA PSI OMEGA.  I will always support the chapter in every worthwhile undertaking, and do all in my power to extend the principles and reputation of THE ALPHA PSI OMEGA NATIONAL THEATRE HONOR SOCIETY.”

By the authority vested in me by the National Office I now declare you members of this, the                     Chapter of THE ALPHA PSI OMEGA NATIONAL THEATRE HONOR SOCIETY, and by this handclasp welcome you into fellowship.

(The new members may now be asked to sign the membership scroll.  Scrolls can be purchased from the National Office.)
* * * * * * * * * *
GENERAL INFORMATION

CHAPTER BUSINESS:  The Faculty Sponsor is responsible for seeing that the chapter does not become merely a social organization, but a serious organization aimed at promoting theatre on the home campus, encouraging new talent and rewarding those who serve the college or university theatre.  The Faculty Sponsor should also provide a place for the chapter records, national constitution, and other publications in the permanent files of the Theatre/Drama Department office.  The names and addresses of all members should be kept in a special roll book with these records.


FREQUENCY OF INDUCTION:  A chapter may admit new members as often as necessary during the school year, but admission of new members once each term is recommended.  Initiation report forms with names and addresses accompanied by national dues should be forwarded to the National Business Office at least ten days PRIOR to induction or as soon after the local initation as possible.


CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP:  Each chapter is expected to qualify at least one new member each year.  It is assumed that a theatre organization worthy of a charter in ALPHA PSI OMEGA will have a theatre production program extensive enough to meet this minimum requirement.


HONORARY MEMBERSHIP:  Honorary Membership may be conferred only after writing the National Office justifying the individual’s selection and after receiving permission from the National Office.  Honorary members may be other faculty, members of the local community, administrators of the college or university, or others who contribute continuously to theatre activities.  Honorary members do not have voting privileges.  In initiating honorary members, the procedure may consist simply of presenting the honorary member with the membership card at a regular chapter meeting with an appropriate speech by a chapter officer.


MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES: Wallet-size membership cards and larger certificates are sent automatically after initiation reports are filed and dues are received by the National Office. 


WALLBANNERS: Wallbanners with block letters in the society colors may be ordered from the National Office.

Note: The Constitution and Ceremonies of THE ALPHA PSI OMEGA NATIONAL THEATRE HONOR SOCIETY have been published in several editions.  The first and second editions were written and edited by ALPHA PSI OMEGA founder Paul F. Opp with the assistance of Elinor Watson Carroll.  In 1931, a third edition was edited by B. W. Morrow, Lester Raines, J. R. Besse, and Margaret Blackburn.  A fourth edition was published in 1939 under the editorship of Earl W. Blank, Frederick Haaskarl, Phillip Parkinson, Margaret Jayne Collett, and ALPHA PSI OMEGA founder Paul F. Opp.  In 1958, a fifth edition was edited by Ray J. Harshfield and Ronald Oesterreich.  The 1985 sixth edition was edited by Susan S. Cole, Donald P. Garner, and Jerry Henderson.  The seventh and current edition was edited in 1997 by Teresa Choate, Susan S. Cole, and James Fisher.
